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betan; but which were considerably interesting in a physiological point 
of view, whatever their age or local origin. They were, in fact, closely 
approximative to those of the unicorn breed of sheep of Tibet, which had 
been describedby his friend, Mr. Eobert Schlagintweit, only that after they 
had become tolerably united for a while the horns gyrated outward, 
and' were far divergent at the tips. Those of the so-called unicorn breed 
of Tibet were developed as usual, each from the centre of ossification of 
the frontal bone, and, of course, not from the median frontal suture. 
They were, therefore, separate in the lamb, but grew towards each other 
until each bony horn-core became enveloped in and surrounded with the 
same corneous or cuticular integument, like two fingers of the hand in- 
serted into one finger of a glove, the transverse section being that of a 
dicotyledonous seed — in other words, like that of the two lobes of a 
bean. 

W. Lane Joynt, Esq. (with the permission of the Academy), exhi- 
bited an ancient Bell, called " The Bell of Burren." 

The Secretary, on the part of W. Eassie, Esq., of High Orchard 
House, Gloucester, presented a large collection of Chinese drawings. 

The thanks of the Academy were voted to the donor. 



MONDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 18 64. 

The Vekt Eev. Chaeles Graves, D. B., President, in the Chair. 

James "W. "Warren, Esq., was elected a member of the Academy. 

The Rev. Professor Jellett read a paper (in continuation) " On the 
Refraction of Polarized Light." 

J. R. Garstin, LL. B., exhibited, and described, an ancient steel- yard, 
found on the property of the Rev. G. N. Tredennick, Co. Donegal. The 
steel-yard, which is evidently of considerable antiquity, was lately 
found on the property of the Rev. G. N. Tredennick, near Ballyshannon, 
by a tenant, when clearing away a mound of earth and stones, at a few 
feet from the surface. The mound appeared to have been a part of what 
was considered a Danish fort, or rath, of which there are several in the 
immediate vicinity. When found, the yard or stem was attached to 
the round bulb or weight ; but was broken off by the person who found 
it, who imagined it was gold from the weight of it, and colour, resembling 
gilding. The covering of the lead was cut away by him, to ascertain 
whether the interior was gold. The stem is graduated on either side, 
evidently for ascertaining the weight of the article, and, from the ap- 
pearance and manner in which it was ornamented, must have been a 
standard weight. A number of bronze celts, or ancient Irish imple- 
ments, and bronze hatchets, also a sword of bronze, have been found in 
the immediate vicinity where the steel-yard was got. 
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Mr. Hardinge made the following observations :— I hand in, Mr. 
President, as the property of the Academy, the original MS. from which 
my " Memoir on Townland and other Surveys in Ireland of a public cha- 
racter, from the year 1641 to the year 1688," was published in the Aca- 
demy's " Transactions;" and beg to observe that the value of the MS. 
is, that it exhibits the superior form in which the statistical analyses of 
the forfeited, profitable, and unprofitable baronial areas of the lands ex- 
hibited in Appendix E. would have appeared, had not a pressing neces- 
sity to economize the Academy's funds obliged its modification to the 
form in which it has been printed. The MS. is also valuable in ena- 
bling any person to distinguish the author's from the printer's errors ; 
and, as I lay claim to no infallibility this way, I consider the present an 
opportune time and place to state, that I will feel much obliged, upon 
the discovery of errors, if the discoverers will communicate to me their 
nature, and the exact references to them in the " Transactions' " volume, 
I beg also to present to the Academy one of my own copies of the publi- 
cation; it will be found to embrace an Introduction not contained in the 
copies distributed amongst the members of the Academy, and this Intro- 
duction divulges some circumstances that Academicians especially should 
be made acquainted with; it also contains two photographedDown Survey 
Maps, which in the operation were reduced to a size suitable for introduc- 
tion into the " Transactions' " volume. These maps were presented to me, 
in duplicate, by Sir Henry James, Chief of the Ordnance Survey Depart- 
ment. They are elegantly and accurately executed ; and my reason for 
thus presenting them is, to promulgate the circumstances leading to 
their existence, and at the same time to perpetuate these circumstances 
and the illustrations themselves in the Library of the Academy. 

The Academy then adjourned. 

MONDAY, FEBEUAKT 22, 1864. 

The Veet Rev. Chabi.es Graves, D. D., President, in the Chair. 

J. Huband, Smith, Esq., exhibited an autograph letter of Oliver 
Cromwell to his son Henry, when Governor- General of Ireland, and read 
a paper explaining the circumstances referred to in the letter. 

"W. H. Hakdinge, Esq., read the following paper, containing some 
remarks on the Countess of Desmond, in the reign of Charles I. : — 

The Old Countess or Desmond. 

It must appear presumptuous in me, thus occupying the position of a 
yet living, though unhappily absent author, in the observations I am 
about ottering to the Academy on a few points hitherto unnoticed, and 
which I think throw additional light upon the history of the Old Coun- 
tess of Desmond ; but in explanation I may be permitted to state, that 
having placed at the disposal of the author alluded to the materials giv- 



